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Shooting For The Stars 
Former BVEA member 
strives for WEG 
 

By Sue Schafer 
 
    
Approximately 
10 years ago I 
met a crazy 
South African 
woman.  She 

was the barn manager where I boarded.  
She was the type of person that everyone 
was fascinated with because there was 
just “something” about her.  My first 
encounter with her was when I brought 
my horse to the barn and handed her my 
feeding instructions, which she promptly 
crumpled up and threw in the trash.  Her 
response?  “Don’t worry, I’ll take care of 
your horse”.  And that she did, for six 
years.  This was how I got to know Kate 
Gillespie, horsewoman extraordinaire.   
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     Over the 10 years that I’ve known 
her, Kate turned me on to eventing.  At 
first I simply stuck my toe in the water 
by grooming for her.  She worked her 
way up to a string of several client 
horses at each show so keeping up with 
her was a challenge.  Eventually I was 
hooked and took up the sport myself.  
Along the way Kate taught me 
everything there was to know about 
horses and eventing.  She showed me 
how to properly cool a horse down after 
cross country, pack an injured hoof and 
politely greet the judge when I enter the 
dressage ring.  But knowledge only goes 
so far.  Kate taught me how strive for the 
best, how to sacrifice for my passion and 
when to stand up for myself.  My 
experiences with her as my eventing 
coach made me a stronger, more resilient 
person. 
 
     Now it’s my turn to help her--by 
telling her story.  Kate was born and 
raised in South Africa where she learned 
to ride as a child and started eventing.  
She began her U.S. riding career as a 
BVEA member like the rest of us, 
showing at High Prairie, Abbe Ranch 
and Penrose (remember the days?) for 
six years.  Eventually she had to follow 
her dreams so Kate packed up her life 
and horse and headed out to find success 
in California.  Now as barn manager for 
Steffen and Shannon Peters in San 
Diego, Kate has all the support she needs 
to be the international rider she is 
capable of being.  She quickly moved 
through the levels—1-star, 2-star and 
now riding at the 3-star level.  She trains 
with Shannon Peters in dressage, Mandy 
Porter in stadium and Ian Stark and 
Hawly Bennett in cross country.   She 
has the opportunity to ride with best 
riders in the world as she competes for a 
spot in the World Equestrian Games.   

 
     Even more amazing than Kate’s 
pursuit of the WEG is the story of her 
equine partner, Reno.  Kate found Reno 
here, in Colorado.  The enticing ad read 
“bites, kicks, rears, bucks and jumps out 
of paddock”.   Well, that was enough to 
peak Kate’s interest so she bought the 
gangly three-year-old for a modest price 
and made him what he is today.   Now 
standing at 17.3 hands, Reno is a true 
athlete with the grace to hold his own in 
the dressage ring and the speed to make 
a 3-star pace look easy.   
 
     As you may guess, riding on the 
world’s stage is not an inexpensive 
endeavor.  We all know how expensive 
even local shows are!  You can help 
Kate and become a part of her journey to 
the WEG.  Want to make a donation?  
Visit her website, 
www.kateandreno.com to become a 
sponsor.  You can also help by joining 
her upcoming clinic.  Kate will be 
coming to Mira Vista Ranch on February 
13 for a two-day eventing clinic.  Mira 
Vista Ranch is generously is hosting this 
clinic as a fundraiser for Kate’s pursuit 
of the WEG.  If you are interested in 
joining us or want more information, 
please contact Sue Schafer at 303-929-
6488 or sueb@ericschafer.net 
 
 

BVEA Minutes 
Meeting held on January 28, 2010 
 
In attendance: 
 
Nicole Musmanno 
Misty Chapman 
Gillian Webster 
Sue Scheffer 
Anna Logan 
Anna Weatherford 
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Lyndi Weatherford 
Ruth Pedersen 
Pat Parkhill 
Sarah Barnes 
Mike ? 
Wendy Chase 
Dan Michaels 
Nancy Carr 
Nancy’s Friend  
Gayle Udall 
 
Banquet Discussion: 
• Nicole to provide list of sponsors for 

banquet to Misty 
• If you purchase a ticket you get a 

coupon for a free drink 
• All awards are accounted for 
• Anyone who has won an award will 

receive an email and or call from 
Misty informing them that they will 
need to attend to collect their award. 
Awards will not be sent out 

• We will have gift certificates at the 
banquet 

• If you are an award winner and not a 
member - you will need to sign up and 
be a member in good standing for 2010 

Future of BVEA 
• Would it help communication to 

members and non-members to have a 
twitter and/or facebook account 

• We discussed broadening the name of 
the club to be more encompassing of 
the North - we decided by vote of the 
attending members not to change the 
name, but rather we would hold 
meetings further north to 
accommodate our members located 
further north 

• In addition, we will increase our level 
of communication via, BVEA website, 
email, snail mail and phone to ensure 
members know when and where to 
look for information on club activities. 

• Agenda’s will be posted 2 weeks prior 
to meeting, we only hold six meetings 
a year 

• We discussed our mission statement 
and why we exist: 

• Our mission is based on two main 
objectives: Communication and 
Education 

 ByLaws Update 
 we established a committee to 

update our bylaws and get them 
finalized for presentation to the 
members and board. Committee 
is Gillian Webster, Dan Michaels 
and Wendy Chase. 

  
 We also appointed Sarah Barnes 

as our Education coordinator and 
stand in for the President and 
Secretary when needed. Sarah 
will be acting secretary for 
Gillian as she will be leaving in 
March to compete in California 
for six weeks  

  
 We need to vote on the new 

Treasurer and V.P. forms will be 
available both ballots will be 
available on our website and at 
the Banquet, votes will be 
counted at the Banquet. Current 
applicants for Treasure - Wendy 
Chase only and for VP - Mike 
and Lynn Long 

 Nicole will be gathering a brief 
bio on all candidates for our open 
board positions and all votes will 
go directly to Nicole. 

 Please note, you vote only counts 
is you are a current member in 
good standing 

  
 Sarah Barnes in her new role for 

BVEA as education coordinator 
is currently working on a Fun 
around educational day, which if 
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you are a member you will 
already have received an email 
from Nicole on the details. Please 
visit the BVEA website for more 
information on the March 13 
educational and social event, 
sponsored by the BVEA for it’s 
members, it will be held at 

Wendy Chase’s facility from 10 - 
3pm with a limited number of 30 
entries. More details to follow 
shortly. 

  
  
  
  

________________________________________________________________________

 

Classifieds: 
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BVEA Treasurer’s Report  
 
BVEA 2009 deposits and expenses 

1/1/09 balance: $7,679.57 
Tracked Income: 

Membership: $1,455.00 
Silent Auction $772.25 
Jackets $80.00 
BVEA lunch: $280.00 
BCHA dinner: $200.00 
Spring fling: $0.00 
Derby $2,215.00 

Total Income: $5,002.25 

Deposits: 
13-Feb $1,897.25 

4-Mar >233�33�
3-Apr $490.00 

20-Apr $85.00 
11-Jun $55.00 
22-Jun $25.00 

6-Oct $35.00 
9-Oct $2,215.00 

Total deposits: $5,002.25 

Expenses: Mail graphics 
Instant Imprints (jackets) $782.05 
USPS $56.15 
awards/ribbons $559.08 
Insurance $375.00 
Misc. $307.68 e.g. Pizza hut 
BCHA banquet $425.00 
MSEA dues $329.00 
Spice of life rental $469.87 
CHP jump sponsorship $501.00 
RMHP sponsorship $500.00 
NCHT sponsorship $500.00 
Derby facility $250.00 
Derby ribbons $60.63 
bounced check $120.00 
Lory jumps $500.00 
total: $5,735.46 

Balance as of 12/31/09: $6,946.36 
uncashed checks: $0.00 
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